







































172 / 1 . 


February 23, 1928. 


i /«£> 

♦ 

Mr. Charge 1'Affaires, 

I have tea honour to reply herewith to 
your S.D. 96 (110/856) bearing date of Daces bar 
12 , 1927 . 

Our Attorney General having been advised 

to sake inquiry concerning the subject-matter of your 

despatch, from a report made by him to this Depart¬ 
ment we find in the first instance that the man Twoton 

r f 

is a Liberian and not a British subject, ffe find fur¬ 
ther, that the representations made to your good self 
are untrue; on the contrary, fwobeh went to Grand Bassa 

as a Chauffeur and attempted to ignore or disregard 
the laws and regulations relating to Chauffeurs and 
this ultimately resulted in his arrest. 

Belative to the manner of the arrest, X see 
nothing wrong or irregular, save that the officer gave 

special consideration to the fira of Messrs F.Z.& Co., 
Ltd., whose produce the said Chauffeur was handling at 

the time, which he was not bound to do. I quote for 

your 


The British Charge d 1 Affaires, 
British legation, 

Monrovia. 



2 . 




your better information thereon the following excerpt from 
the letter of the County Attorney for Grand Bassa County, 

sent in connection with the Attorney General's answer to 
our enquiry thoreto:- 

"This man i'wobeh, applied for a Chauffeurs 
"license, but failed to pass the test. The license 
"was therefore denied him, without which he could 
"not under our laws regulating the use of the high 
"ways, roads and streets and the operation tnereon, 
"operate a motor vehicle on the Highways of this 
"Republic- In the face of this fact however, he 
"operated a truck belonging to Messrs Paterson, 
"Zochonis and Company Limited up the Buchanan-Geo 
"road to Harlandsvilla which is a distance of about 
"ten miles or more, thereby defying and showing 
"hie utter disregard for the laws and constituted 
"authorny oTtbiB'Itepuhiic* 

"This man Twobeh was arrested in the truck 
"he was,, opera ting miles up on the Buchanan-Geo 
"road* The truck was loaded with product which he 
"said belonged to Messrs Paterson, Zochonis and 
"Company; the officer allowed his prisoner to take 
"(that is the truck and produce to be taken) in 
Messrs Paterson, Zochonis and Company's yard, he 
"the officer accompanying* 

n It was there that the said Twobeh violently 
"resisted and seriously tried to escape from the 
"custody of the officer* Under these circumstances, 
"the officer blew his whistle, thereby summoning 
"to his assistance the poliesaen nearby. 

"I might mention that a sentry from the Go¬ 
vernment compound just over the street having 
heard the whistle came over to see what the txou~ 
"ble was; but he, so far as I have been mad© to 
"understand, did not even enter Messrs P*Z. & Co T s 
"yard. 


^ith sen tint m ts of my very high consideration 
and esteem, 


I have the honour to be, 
Ur* Charge d f Affaires, 


Your obedient sextant, 



Jl*V 


ASSISTANT SECBETARY OP STATE. 
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_ May 14, 1928. 

ILE No. //£>“ | 
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Sir, 

In reply to your note No,29 of the 14th 
instant* I have to reiterate what I had the honour 
to say in my note No, 304/D, that section 2 of the 
4ct referred to will he applied in the same manner 
without exception or discrimination to all foreign 
merchants transacting business in Liberia* 

In Tiew of the hroad statement contained 

^ i , — 

in the second paragraph of my note 1 ’o. 290/D- on 
this subject, I am at a loss to understand how the 
improssion could have been conveyed that American 
citizens would be placed in more favourable position 
than British. It is the policy of the Government 
of the Republic to treat them both on the basis of i 
equality and this policy will apply in the matter 
of the execution of the Transportation Act. 

I can assure you that there need be no 
apprehension on the part of your nationals or your 
Government that British subjects will suffer differen 
tial treatment. 

I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 

lour obedient servant, 

/> . / 




SECRETARY OP STATE. 


The British Charge d'affaires a. i., 
British Legation. . 
tionrovia. Liberia. 
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nt 

E3ITI3H L30AII0N, 

uommiAt 

26th iaroh* 1923# 


icr. secretary* 

I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that 
1 under* tend from the local agent for Lasers * Elder Dempeter 
and Company, Halted, that the Bureau of immigration h bm 
required his to provide for the repatriation of one 
Jf* Klool paxinor, a creek citisen* who is stated to have 
entered Liberia by a vessel of the line in quootiori, and 
who is now said to he undesirable lacking visible means of 
support# 

2# There would appear to be some doubt as to the 
teasel or lice by writ oh paxinor originally left sekondij 
but he allages that upon the vessel arriving In this port 
he wae unable to land* arid was therefore carried on to 
Freetown 1 returning thence on or aoout the 17th Kovember 


l^ot in rJLder Den pater and Company *e " APEAK 11 * from which 


he was permitted to land# 

3. It would appear to be a matter of fact that the 
Liberian Imml^ration authority authorised this man to land 
in Kovcjber last, tnat authority being empowered to examine 
all passengers to ascertain their statue and bona-fidee and 
to reject undesirables, I beg leave to suggest to Your 

Excellency that any charges in connection with his 


expulsion from Liberia would appear to be properly 
chargeable to the Bureau of immigration ifoo allowed 

laxinor to land and ahould not 


His Exceilency 

The Secretary of S^ate 

of the Republic of Liberia# 










Am 


'texiuov to 1 unci and ahoula not bo incwbant upon tiio 
British firm wiiloh brought him into this port. 

4 « X atfsii myself of this opportunity to oonray 
to yjut J. 3 K;ol LoiJoy the assurance of 14 / highest consideration 
snu respect# 

i kh/e the honour to ho, 
iflT. georetacry* 


idur Bifcoslluuoy^o 

most obedient r; err ant, 


W, S. H, BERNARD. 

H.M's. CHXflQji D*A»AiHKJ, <ui interim. 


■1 
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which would aecm to be pertinent to one of the suggestions 
put forward by you with rospoct to traoeportation- 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

lour obedient servant, 



SBCBBTAHf OF STATE• 




BRITISH ZEGAXIGH, 




(110/26) 


.ol-roVIa, 

-— .**h. April* 1926, 

O. t'te 

'?ir< 3 . No. ?_£>[ 



It. Secretary, 

I have the honour to refer Tour I&oellenoy to 
seotion two of an Act relating to Transyortation approved 
on tho 16th Stbnn.ry, 1926, wherein it io enacted that* 
“foreigners or Aliena engggad in mercantile or oo.ajoroiul 


buelneaa in tho Republic of Liberia shall not be allowed 
to do overland transport of any kind for themaelwe* their 
flxua or corporations.* 

2. I beg leave to draw tho attontion of Tour 
Kxcellenoy to the foot that the provisions of tho .ot 
quotod in ay first paragraph would appear to preoludo 
Britioh eu ejects engaged in n» roantil# or ocwajoroial 
taholnea, in the Republio of Liberia froa utilising motor 
o re, thoir personal property or that of their fir..,, i a 






iuiy way far thamaiTM* !; 

•f similar «a trio tie. l.gi-lation In the Briti.h TtaJ*, 
di-ori oinating against foreigners or aliens, and I iSia 
leth to believe that it is the intention of the Liberian 


Oovena.at thus to restrict the liberty of Hi. 
subjects residing or whorf& lB ^ futm W3ld# ^ 
Liberia. 


51 s Excellency 

Secretary of State 
o: The Republio of Liberia 


3. 


1 have the 
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5* I have the honour to quote pertinent extract* 
from the Treaty of Friendship and Comae roe concluded 
In 1648 between the British Government and that of the 


Republic of 
IX. 








and againv 

VII* 



Llberimi* 

"There shall be reciprocal freedom of 
"oosiiaeroe between the British Pomlnions 
"and the Republic of Liberia* The 
"SUM eote of Her Britannia JJujesty*** •* 
"shall moreover enjoy all other rights 
"and privileges which are or may be 
"granted to any other foreigners, subjects 
"or citizens of the most favoured nation." 


■■. y - 

* It being the intention of the two Contract- 
"ing Parties to treat each other on the 
"footing of the most favoured nation, it is 
"hereby agreed between them that any favour, 
"privilege or im unity whatsoever, in matters 
"of commerce and navigation, which either 
"Contracting Party has actually granted, or 
"may hereafter grant, to the subjects or 
"citizens of any other State, shall be 
"extended to the subjects or citizens of 
"the other Contracting Party." 


4* Treatment on the footing of the moot favoured 


nation being thus secured to British subjects in Liberia, 
it would appear that section two of the Act relating to 
Transportation under reference cannot apply to them, in 
view of the following clauses in the Treaty of Com:*roe 
and navigation ooncluded in 1052 between the Governments 
of France and Liberiai- 

II. "n y aura liber to rdcifroque de aoroieroe 
"entre 1 es citoyens des deux pays. «**...*" 

/ # A 

XII. u :k\ consequence de cette llberte de caumroe, 

"let citoyens Francais pour rout* * * * ouvrir 
"dea boutiques, transporter las prodults et 
"merchandises et gerer leuro affaires par 
"tux, lours agents ou conniis, uhuiS 1’entre* 
"mice de courtiers* 11 


5* The privileges accorded to French citizens are. 


I apprehend, extended to British subjects by virtue of 
^he provisions of Art idle VII of the i^iglo-Liboriaa 
frosty of 1848* I have therefore to call the 


attentl 






3 . 


attention of Your liicellency to the apparent violation 
of the Treaty rights of British subjects cony eluant uj on 
the promulgation of section two of the Act relating to 
Trazisport&tion which was approved on the 16th February, 

1928* I shall be glad If Your Excellency will be so 
good &a to transmit to me at an early date the views of 
the Liberian Ootwrament in the matter, together with an 
indication of any action which they may propose to take 
the thi n* 

6, 1 may add that, in Sfay 1927, Mr* Charge d f Affaires 

Rule was informed that foreign firms in any part of 
Liberia were entitled to import motor vehicle.* Including 
trtto2cs« and to use them In connection with their business 
in the particular district in which they ml^ht bo establ¬ 
ished^ but tiiat they could not ply f*r hire or act as 
cum. ion carriers* 

1 avail t^rself of this opportunity to oenvoy 
to Your Excellency the assurance of my highcct cons Ido r* - 
tion and esteem, and 

I have the honour to be, 

Mr* Seeretaxy, 

Your Exaellenoyfs 
most obedient Servant, 

W. S. H. BERNARD. 


H.B#*! 1 * CEtftff P f ATFAXKl.d 
ad Interim* 




I * 



; RLE No7;/£ I a 4 itJ> 
" n. No. %04 f 

■ i iipw *■««»■ m,J| 


290/D. 


•ipril 10, 1028. 


V 


f 1 


lEr. Charge d'affaires, 

I hviFt the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your note no. 2aL dated April 7th 1928, in vfhiuh 
you draw the Department ' s attention to the fact that 
the provisions of section two of the ..et relating to 
Transportation, approved February 16th 1928, would 
appear to preclude British subjects eng.gad in mercan¬ 
tile or couuorciul business in the- Republic from utili¬ 
zing motor cars, their personal property or that of 


the- ir liras, in any nay for themselves. You also 
observe that the promulgation of the law referred to 
would appear in your opinion to violate rights of 
British subjects under the uost favored nation clause 
of the Treaty between our two Governments, ;r.d enquire 
what action uy Government propose to take in the cir- 
ouustuncos. 


Whilst unking all reserves with regard to the 
scope and application of the uost favored nation 
clause of the Treaty of 1848 between our two Govorn- 


acato, I an pleased to be able to say in reply to your 
enquiry that it is not the intention of the Liberian 
Government to apply the provisions of section two of 
the ,.ct to uotor cars owned by British subjects cither 
personal!, or as representatives of British firms; nor, 
in respect of the application of that section of the 
Act to other uotor vehicles owned by any British firm 
and engaged in transportation for the firm, to abrogate 
.my right secured to British subjects under the uost 
favored nation clause of the Treaty of unity nd 


The British Charge d'affaires u.i., 
British Legal ion, 

Ronrovia, Liberia. 


and. 








and OouLiorGG Instwfia our tTro Govorniacnts, 


I huVL the honour to bt # 
hr. Charge d'Afiairis, 


Your obedient oorvaut, 



_ 


_ 









FILE No. .. 

K£C. v ‘O zc~ • Br itish isqatzok. 

MONROVIA* 


2!o * 20 
(110/28) 




9th April, 1928* 


81 r» 

I hi v« the honour to r*port that certain of 
*- the Acta passed at the last at salon of the Liberian 

Legislature would appear to affect, indirectly or 
directly British Interests in the Hepublic* Aai will 
no doubt be known to the department, the measures 
approved during each session are kept secret from the 
publici whose usual notification of them is the receipt, 
about a month after the approval of the enactments, of 
a handbill setting forth the legislation which may have 
tamo elate affect and in no sixill degree injure the 
® mercantile oo.iaunity of forelgno rs* 

2* The first of these which came to my attention 
was an Act restricting trading In the interior, to which 
I had the honour to refer in my despatch Ho# 15 of the 
22nd ultimo. I regret to report that in spite of my 
representations the State Department informs me that it 
tegrets to “find itself sympathetic” with the suggestions 
I put forward, l.t, that it la unable to agree with my 
contention that the British firm concerned stands to 
lose a considerable sum of money should the execution of 
the Act not be delayed for a reasonable period, I have 

• _the honour to enclose copies of tin tedious correspondence* 

3. Having thus promulgated legislation indirectly 
affecting British interests, th* Liberian Government 
proceeded to jspprove an Act relating to Transportation, of 

His Majesty*e Principal Secretary which 

of 3tate for Foreign Affairs, 

for3hni < mim * 
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2 * 



-± _ which a oopy Is enclosed. It would appear to strike 

(a) against the liberty of the Individual engaged in 
come rce ty preventing him from using a motor car, hi a 
property or that of his firm, for hi a own use j (b) 
at the foreign business houses by preventing them from 
using motor transport in the interests of their f irmj du*-c# 
(e) and-from utilising the services of "boys 1 * as carriers 
under contract in the firm 1 a interests* This Act Is 
chauvinistic in %hj extrema, and I cannot but oonneot 
it with the i\c% mentioned in my second paragraph* 

4* But a more serious aspect arises out of the 
promulgation of this discriminatory legislation; It would 
appear to violate the privileges secured to British subjects 
by Treaty* I have consulted my American colleague* and 
we agreed to make separate representations to the Liberian 
Government on the subject; X beg leave to enclose a copy 

£ _my Hot*, which I trust will meet with approval. The 

firestone Plantations company have the right, embodied in 
their agreement with the Liberian Government to use lines 
of connun tout ion; the African Uniater is basing his 
note on this fact and also on similar lines to >:iy Bote* 

5. It seems impossible to account for these attehks 
on the rights of foreign#ref surely the Chinese c annot 
show more animosity to ^foreign devils/ and with less 
reason than these Liberians* It has come to isy notion, 
and the news may be neither unexpected or unwelcome, that 
the American personnel of the Heoelvership^General and 
the departments of Public orka and Customs are somewhat 
dissatisfied with the conditions in which they work with 
the Liberian Government, Several officials of Junior 


rank 









*4 


3* 




9 

rank h&n already resigned their posts after difftruces 
with the Liberian Government* There art also petty 
jealous let* and intrigues between the acting Sftnanoial 
Adviser ^ir. Conrad 8. Buaaell) and hie chief account- 
aat {ifr, H*H* Buriojlre) p the latter aspiring to the 
post of his superior* It le freely rumoured that Mr* 

3* da bx Rue will not return, and I do hot think that 
hiii substantive uUdoessor will be 'Sr* Buss oil, who is 
not trained in finance being a geodetic engineer by 
profession# 

6« It would appear that the Liberian Gove rumen t, 
as the glamour of the loan recedes into the dlatano# 
and the money whioh was thereby acquired le being spent, 
are realising the effects to them of Americanisation* 

The Premia net stated to me that he would like to see 
British interests in Liberia increase; and, quite recent** 
ly, hi* junior aide-de-camp, Colonel J* HaGlain* frankly 
told me that the Liberian Government would gladly welcome 
Athur foreign enterprises in their country * either 
British or Trench - In order to counterbalance the 
growing American influence* 


I have the honour to bt, 
With the highest respect, 

sir, 

Your most obedient, 

humble Servant, 


W, & Hi BERNARU 







F.0.21, 

(Uo/M) 


TfILE No. //<? 
iP K - ■ ‘-O.203 


<0 ~ l 

^3 _I 


* 
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BRITISH hSOATIOB, 

aomwiA. 


10th April, 1928. 


Gir, 

I have the honour to rofer to ay do spatoh 
So*20 of the 9th instant, relative to legislation affecting 
British interests, end, in particular to paxagraphe 


3 and 4 thereof. 

* ' i ' v 



2# I have now received a reply from the Liberinn 
aovernment to ay note reltive to the apparent 

violation of Treaty rights poeaesaed by British subjects 
by the promulgation of an ;,at relating to Trane port at ion 
(enclosures Ko o: d and ? to my despatch under reference), 

3, The second paragraph of the Iborian Kota is so 
involved that I deem it beet to submit the cose to the 
judgement of the Treaty Department * In so far as X f 
inexperienced in mattere of International law, can read the 
intentions of the Liberian Guvarn^ci t, they would appear 
to be (1) not to enforce the provisions of the Act referred 
to in paragraph two of *v note Lo.LL* precluding forei; acre 
or aliens engaged in oo^jorclal or mercantile buslno^e 
from doing any overland transport 4 for thaoooiTos 41 ; 

(2) to reserve everything regarding the scope and 
application of the most favoured nation clause in the U4@ 
Treaty; and (3) to continue to apply the 


disputed section of the Aot to other motor vehioloa owned 

by British firms. iy contention would seen to be well 

founded, end r beg leave to request tliat the matter may be 

his aj caty'e principal token 

secretary of state 

for Foreign it fairs. 



2 . 


taken up with the Llberlun .Inintcr In London; or aloe 
that Instruction! in thu natter nay be loaned to ns* 

X would particularly appreciate the receipt of Instructions 
ae to whether .ritieh firms prohibited by the legielation 
under dlsoueBlon frors uetnc either motor or human 
transport should continue to carry on their buelnese by 
these agencies. I mey state that In crund rnaua they ore 
being interfered with in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act under reference, and Liberians are openly 
ooanting that only they can engage in transport, making 
offers for the purchase of the rotor transport vehlcloe 
shioh, they assume, will be of no further use te brltieh 
firm* i'he American Firestone Plantation* empany ere 
still carrying on their troffio »n<i transport without 
melestailwi. 

4* 1 suit apologise for thus traneferring the 

responsibility of protesting ajalnst the vat to the 

hepart ient. The expense of cabling the facts would be 

eery great, tod 1 have therefore hesitated to do so. 

I a informing the rtate "apartment thnt, in view of the 

situation caused by then in passing thlc legislation, 

‘ 1 an bringing to the attention of Kls ’ rjccty’a Government 

the contents of the :,otee exchanged on the subject. 

1 hare the honour to be 
with the highest respect, 

3ir, 

Tour moat obedient 

humble servant, 

W. S. H. BERNARD. 


H.B.M's. CHIMB D'tfUDMi ad interla. 







i r» 




Eftokwa^ •• 

'3 **6* 


I ■ ' > 
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Off 


BRITir;'! i;j3ATJon t 


} FILE No. /'O 


\ : cG, , v O. 

loth April, 19 £ 3 » 


tar* secretary, 

X hove the Honour to cn-.nowled^u the receipt or 
nor aMjlaoqr'i not* iwiWC/d of this data, thmia i an 
informed that (•) the Li bo rl an Oiiuuuiaot Hhl oil rs servos 
with record to tie soaps ana un-lication of tho moot favoured 


nation clause in the Mgle»Lihavian Treaty cf 1S48| (b] that 
it Is not tho intention of tbs Libsrisn owynr— I to apply tho 
provisions of Motion too of tho Act relating to Transporta* 
tlon to motor oaro owned by rarltlsh eubjeots either 
petaouUjr or as repreeontativee of arttieh fins} and (a) thati 
in renpect of the application of tba ecotion nr.-md of tho 
.\ct in Question to other motor vehlulos owned by British fire 
Mi Wjajti in traneportatl on for mtlih firms tba Liberian 
Government have not tht intention of abrogating any right 
oouurcu to liritinh subjects under the moat favoured nation 
oiruoe of tea Treaty of 1041 between our Governments. 

... x hart to atatae ho wo ve r t that Tour xcellenoy has 
considered the question from the solo standpoint of motor 
trrreport, whereas tho issue at state is that of tho right 
of rltloh subjects to uaa all and any methods of 
ironsportatlon which nay ha required in their business, fitter 
motor or onrriere with hoadlonde. x understand that flritieh 
firms are already being required to oaaaa all meant of 
overlong transport by :Iberian authorities notably in Grand 
Basest and tevs the honour to protest against the oontimiad 
application of Ik section of tha /at under diecueeion to 


:He xcollsuey 

The reorotary of state 

of the republic of iberle. 


W 
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my tint ianal*, in rim of 134B »faty and ^ fcl-s *3ot 
that In addition to *njQyi*| the priwiligc of WoMporting 
gqodi and accorded to Franoh citiions by the 

Frwo^Xdte^lnn Tn&tj of IWfc, 3Britiefa oubjoct* would 
«ppe«tr to be oj/titlecl to tte M ri^ht a? trcn&ptirtatlon 
M the ?ire«ta. r *, Jinntatlono rroeposqr ruraocntly operating 
in tha ]te public* 

a, tn wSew of tUfc aitiftft&icm Vy ifc£ application 

and jraw^ati^k of tiiio log delation I an firnitehing !Sto 
il&Jcaty'o ".oTOrit .:% with oiiplea oA* tt ? Enter. wMnh haTt 
b#«m oxetaaeod Let v /aon u* fox* fetal? IrXot < &t?on cuad 




H- 




nsosnoary action 


3 -- ^V' • 




vv : 


I h^re the honour to Xm$ 

» ~ 4 

•t. ■»<rctt«ayf 

*Muf jjaaeUenay*') 

raant obr-difnt ^ortnritf 

W. S. H. BERNARD. 
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£56/3. 


April 12, 1928. 


ip *' - - -——-— " 

; FILE No. H° 


s nuG. Nc ^270 


Sir, 





I have the honour by direction or 

j 

the Secret-ry of state to acknowledge receipt 
of your despatch Uo* £4, {110/28), of the 7th 
of April, relative to s.r: Act relating Transpor¬ 



tation, and to say that the question is haring 
the con ideration of the Department, 

»-V 

I have the honour to he, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 




The British Charge d’Affnines, 
3ri ti six le L at i on , 
Monrovia, 












BRITISH LEGATION, 


f| Bo.27. 

(Up/Se) 


KOKHOVU. 



th. April* 1928. 


5cr. Secretary, 

I have the honour to refer Tour Excellency to 
the last sentence of the second paragraph of my Bote So*26 
of the loth instant, wherein 1 had the honour to protest 
against the application to British subjects of section two 
of the Act relating to Transportation* 

2* 1 now understand that the Minister-Resident of the 

United States of America was informed by Tour Excellency on 
the loth instant, in reply to an enquiry from him, that it is 
not the intention of the Government of Liberia to apply to 
African citizens section two of the Act under discussion* 

3* In these circumstances, I have to inform Tour 
tecellency that His Majesty's Government will not view with 
indifference the accordance to foreign nationals in the 
Republic of Liberia of any favours, privileges or immunities 
in matters of trade or commerce which would appear to be 
denied to British subjects* 

4* I trust that Tour Excellency will assure me, at an 
early date, that British subjects engaged in mercantile or 
commercial business in the Republic of Liberia are not affected 
by the legislation against which I have entered a protest; 


and that such British subjects are at liberty to engage 
without let or hindrance in such methods of overland 
transport as may be deemed expedient by them in the interests 

of 

a Excellency 

The secretary of State 

of the Republic of Liberia* 



of their business* 


I exeil myself of tills opportunity to eonrey 

to Your Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration 
and respecie 


I hare the honour to be , 

Mr* Secretary* 

Your Excellency f a 
most obedient Serrant, 


I. S* E. BEHHARB 


S.JI’s, CHARGE 3'AJTAIHES* ad interim. 







299/D. 




FILE No. JfO 

REG. No.^2^ 


—April 11, 1928 


Mr* Charge d*Affaires, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your note No- 26 dated April 10, 1928 in reply to my 
note No* 290/D, of the same date. 

2* In your note you suggest that I have con¬ 
sidered the quo ation raised in your No, 25 of the ?tfa 
instant only from the point of view of motor transport, 
whereas the issue at stake involves the general right 
of British subjects to use all and any methods of trans¬ 
portation which might be required in their business, 
either motor or carriers with headloads* 

3, Sou further reaffirm your protest against 
the application of the law in question to your nationals, 
and base your position upon a special provision of toe 
Iran co-Liberian Treaty of 1852, which, in your view 

should be read into the Anglo-Liberian Treaty of 1848, 
and upon tne rights of transportation which, you allege, 
the Firestone Plantation Company enjoy in the Republic* 

4* I have carefully considered the issues 
raised in your several despatches on tne subject of 
the Transportation Act, and without traversing the state¬ 
ment that your despatch was broader in the issues raised 


The British Charge d 1 Affaires a*i*, 
British Legation, 

Monrovia, Liberia* 


thap 
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tuan I soon to have understood, 1 can only express my 
regret tnat the assurances given in my note No. 290/D. 
would appear to be inadequate to the circumstances as you 
view tnem, 

5. Tug Government of Liberia has ever been solici¬ 
tous to accord British subjects transacting mercantile 
business in the Republic every encouragement and facility. 

In keeping with this uninterrupted course of policy rather 
than enunciate their view of tne scope and application of 

toe Treaty of Amity and Commerce between themselves and 
His Brit tannic Majesty's Government, which view is widely 
at variance with that which you appear to hold, they have 
preferred to exempt your nationals from the operation of 
local legislation which, it would appear tney consider ei¬ 
ther onerous or an infringement of the rights secured to 
tnem by Treaty, 

6. Since it would appear tnat tnis exceptional 
act of courtesy seems to cot to meet with tne acceptance 
wnioh I had hoped it would receive, it becomes necessary 
for me to state that in the opinion of the Government of 
Liberia tne most favoured nation clause of tne AngLo-Libe- 
rian Treaty of 1848, and tne special stipulation of the 
Franco-Liberian Treaty of 1852, have application neither 
to the facta at issue nor to the law against which you 

are now protesting. 

7. In support of tni3 view, I submit with all 
respect, tnat a commercial treaty such as that subsisting 

between the Government of tne Republic of Liberia and the 
Government of His Britannic Majesty relates only to the 


international 
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international exchange of products between tne two coun¬ 
tries concerned. It has no relation to, nor can properly 
be applied to questions of domestic trade or to regulations 
governing internal traffic* 

8* That the Government of Liberia have consis tent- 
ty followed this interpretation of tne Treaties to which 
they are a party, is attested by the facts that they have 
fixed the ports of call for foreign snips; regulate the 
residence of alien merchants in the Republic; limited 
tne areas in which such merchants may trade; determined 
the conditions upon wnich foreigners might enjoy otner 
rights within the Republic* All these regulations have 
been established and enforced without protests, until the 
present, from any Governments with which the Republic is 
in treaty relation, that tnese regulations violated treaty 
rights of tneir citizens or subjects* 

9. This acquiescence over a long period of years 
on the part of Governments with which the Republic has 
Treaties, can only be construed as an acknowledgement 
by them of the right of the Liberian Republic to regulate 
by laws such as those already enumerated and the Act now 
being discussed, internal trade and traffic. They could 
legitimately take no other attitude* For it would be in 
the hi guest degree unreasonable to suppose that any Govern¬ 
ment acting voluntarily and unconstrained would by treaty 
divest itself, las you would seem to imply is the case with 
the Liberian Government) of the sovereign right of internal 
regulation which is inherent in it,or to sufruit to such 
an interpretation of a treaty to which it is a party, as* 

in 
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in offset, would place limits upon the exercise by the 
state of such sovereign authority over natters of in¬ 
ternal concern. 

10. Upon these premises it would appear then 
that the clause of the Iranco-Liberian commercial treaty 
which is being advanced as the basis for tho claim pro¬ 
pounded by you cannot, when legitimately construed, be 
invoked for tne purpose you would seem 300 m to seek, 
ihat clause in the opinion of the Government of Liberia 
mean 3 no more than that French citizens trading in Libe¬ 
ria are permitted to transport in French bottoms merchan¬ 
dise and products imported or exported by them. This 
does not even exclude the idea of Government regulation, . 
It is, moreover, a valuable concession for which the Li¬ 
berian Government receives a valuable and reciprocal con¬ 
sideration. This clause is thus not within the purview 
of tne most favoured nation clause of the AngLo-Liberian 
Treaty of 1848. 

11. The provision of the Act to which exception 
is now being taken is, in the opinion of my Government, 

a legitimate exercise of its authority to regulate in¬ 
ternal traffic. Being, as has been shewn, outside the 
scope of the treaty provisions, your claim that British 
subjects as a matter of right snould be exempted from 
its operation cannot be admitted by my Government. The 
concession already made in my previous despatch on the 
subject was only accorded as a matter of grace, and if 
unacceptable might likely he witndrawn. 

-. iri i r r ,■ Wki 

12. In respect of your reference to rights 

enjoyed by the Firestone Plantations Company, I have on- 

* 

ly to observe for the present that those rights, such a 3 
tney may be, have been granted for a valuable considera¬ 
tion. They do not, tnerefore, fall within tne scope of 



the 
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the most favoured nation clause of the Anglo-liberian 
Treaty of 1848, and do not, as a matter of course, inure 
to British subjects. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

lour obedient servant, 


t 


f / f _ 4 

SECRETARY OF STATS. 









Hr. Charge d'Affaires, 

I have the Honour to acknowledge receipt 
of your cote No.2?, of today's date in which yop 
ask for assurance that British subjects engaged 
in mercantile or commercial business in the Republic 
of Liberia are not affected by toe legislation against 
which you have entered a protest; and that such Bri¬ 
tish subjects arc at liberty to engage witnout let 
or hindrance in such methods of overland transport 
as may be deemed expedient by them in tne interests 
of their business. 

2. You, it appears, are moved to request 
tnis assurance by information whicti you have re¬ 
ceived that the American Minister has been informed 
by thi 3 Department tnat it is not the intention of 
the Government of Liberia to apply to American citi¬ 
zens section 2 of the Act under discussion. 

3. I regret, in view of the contents of 
my note No. 299/D. of tne 11th instant, being unable 
to give you the assurance requested in the terras 
statod by you. And as it is unnecessary to reiterate 
tne views of tne Liberian Government on this question 
whicn have aeon fully communicated to yon, I will on¬ 
ly 


The British 


Charge dj Affaires 
British Legation, 
Monrovia, Lib 


a.i., 
oria. 







only add that tne policy set out in my last note No,299/B 

is applicable to all foreign mere am ts transacting busi¬ 
ness in Liberia without exception or discrimination* 

1 Have the honour to be t 
Mr* Charge d 1 Affaires* 
lour obedient servant. 



SECRETARY OP STATE, 



3 iITI3f! JflOATIGK, 



No. 22 
(110/28) 


lonnoviA. 

14 th April* 1926. 




I haw the honour to oonf lr a ny telegram Mo.6 
of the 12th instant. of which a transcript la enclosed, 
concerning the application of section tvo of an Act 


relating to Transportations to British subjects. the 


provisions of Articles II and VII of tha Anglo-Llberian 
Treaty of 1648 and Article III of the Franao-Liborith 
Treaty of 1852 notwithstanding, and reporting that 
ia -unity froo> that section has been granted to citisonc 


Of the United Statee of Amarioa. 


B. In rny despatch Ho.21 of the 10th instant. I hod 
the honour to report proceedings In the natter UP to the 
morning of that day. when I closed iy mail for England 
by II. V* # APA?A* leaving that afternoon. I non beg leave 
to transmit copies of subsequent notes exchanged v.ith the 
Siberian Qovemivint on the subject. 

3 , X am not a diplomatict by profeeelan, nor have 
I the advantage of uny legal training. I have made Hall 
my guide, and h v# bases my construction of the two 

Treaties upon hie opinions given on pp* o^Q et sen. uhing 

3'^'tUoAi, 

intarprstation-, in their plain and reaeonable sense 
would not appear to he wrong. -ty reading of them *ould 
appear to he widely divergent from that of the Uberian 
Government advised by their juriets. article III of 
the Franco -Liberian Trenty appears to ;js to set forth 
with clarity certain privilegee accorded to Trenoh citizens 


residing in the Republic of Liberia! it would seem to 

permit then to reside, open shape, transport produce nnd 

hety't I'rincipal Secretary merchandise 

f tftat® for Foreign Affairs# 
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merchandise and conduct their business by thouselveap 
their agents or clerks without any intermediary. The 
Liberian construction seems to he that French oitizon* 
are merely allowed to transport goods in French bottoms * 
this i I submit* would appear to be a wide di verge nee iron 
the sense of the text. 

4« The intention of Articles XX and VXI of the 
Anglo-Liberiaii Treaty of 1848 would appear to be - taking 
the words in their plain and reasonable sense * to accord 
to British subjects in the Be public of Liberia any favours* 
rights, privileges or inuudtits whatsoever which have been 
granted or muy thereafter be granted to other foreigners 
in the Republic of Liberia who are citizens or subjects 
of the most favoured nation. The Treaty not only would 
appear to have respect to sea-borne trade or comae reef 
but to define the rights of subjects or citizens of the 
Contracting Parties while actually within the oonlines of 
their territories. Reading the two Treaties together* 

1 reached the conclusion that the privileges accorded to 
French citizens in Article XII of their Treaty should 
automatically be extended to British subjects by virtue 
of the most favoured nation clause* Thin application 
of the most favoured nation clause is contested by the 
Liberian Government! whose arguments would appear to be 
very specious. 

5# On the 10th instant 1 was informed by w 
American colleague (The Hon* W.T* Prancls* Unioter- 
Re at dent) th*t* in reply to his enquiry on the subject* he 
had been Informed by the Liberian Government that "it is 
not the intention of the Liberian Government to apply to 
Anerlcun citizens the section of the Act tinder discus*ion.' 

The 








s 




The Liberian Qom wmnt bad previously informed me that 
the right a of/transportation injogrid "such as tiwy aro* 
by the 7ire atone Plantations Company ham been granted 

Cf*Av* *ff V AffV' 1 ' - 

"for a valuable conewswleh*; the "quid pro quo 11 would 
appear to have been the assistance of the Company in 
arranging the recent loan* I am unable to reconcile 

the exemption of American citizens In Agio from the 
application of the leg!elation with the concluding sentence 
of the Liberian note of the 12th instant (304/D). It is 
a fact that neither the United Trading Company or the 
PIrestone Plantat1one which is Its originator have been 
compelled to cease transportation* Yesterday I v/aa at 
the Plantations and saw all turner of tfanaport pf both 
merchandise and produce an \mH aa other vehicles parrying 
out their normal worl£ without hindrance* 

6# The iiaiunity of American alt lain* from the 
application of the section of the Act under reference 
would appear to constitute a further violation of the 
moat favoured nation clause in the 1048 Treaty* 

7* In reply to the second pori.:r ph of ay note Ho* 

25 Of the 7th instant* the Liberian aovemoent would appear 
to have accorded as a special "act of grace* the exemption 
of British subjects engaged in commerce from the section 
in so f or os it rest lots their liberty to use a motor-oar 
for their own use* This "act of grace* or “exceptioiml 
L.ot of aourtesy* uny bo withdrawn If it is not received 
grate fully J British firm **re being required to comply 

«L 

with the Act with this snail and inagnacdnous concession* 
They aro not permitted even to utilise the services of 
carriers* I understand credibly that the President Is 
about to import and operate motor transport vehicle3j aul 


I 









4. 



I am ovate that at Grand Baeea t!io only motor transport 
service is owned by th* County Attorney. It would appear 
the politicians will benofit greatly from the M Jt, from 
which, however, any definition of the word "oTerland" has 
been omitted, Oensan firms are eroding the law by 
putting their trucks in the namea of their drivers, nd are 
thus carrying on business as heretofore| 1 hare advised 
British flran to wait until the equity of the Ant has been 

established before doing this. 

8, On the evening of the 12th instant, I convened 

a loeetin; of the British mercantile comaunity at this 
Legation. The following were present! ‘bears. W,Lamprey 
James, manager of the Bank of British West Africa; Beard, 
agent for Elder Dempster and Co., Ltd.| Harry Cray, 
Provincial agent for 'losers W.D. ttoodin & Co., Ltd., li.D. 
Alston, local agent for the same firm; a. Lowndes, agent 
for He aoro Paterson, Zoohonis & Co. Ltd., and 3. Oook, 
agent for The Cuvulla Elver Company Ltd, I had kept 
these gentlemen in touch with i«r throughout the period of 
diplomatic representations. They v.-sre unanimous that 
the matter rue most serious, and said that if this Act 
was carried through in the f<ujs of opposition that the 
Liberian Government would make foreign tr>.dc impossible 
in the Republic. They etated that at the moment their 
truoke were lying idle, carrier boys were not being 
employed; that Liberians were offering to purchase their 
disused lorries and trucks; and that the increased cost 
of transportation would be con#id#ruble. It is more 

than likely that these gentlkasn will tolegrapn to their 
fisns at hw to get into touch with the department in 
the matter, I read to them the text of the telegram 
which I proposed seeding to His Kresty** Government. 
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B. I rig ret the length and expense involved In 
telegraphing* am will toe seen from my despatch ifo*£l 
X had until then hesitated to telegraph on account of 
the great cost. I deemed it best to apprise you of 
XjqX all the circumstances, in order that an opinion 
might he expedited without having to await the arrival 

i 

of this despatch* 1 hope to received a reply toy cable* 
9, I trust that my actions in novel and trying 
circumstances will toe approved toy you, Sir, Since my 
arrival uera X seem to have spent my time in protesting 
against recent Liberian legislation# From what I hear* 
l shall shortly have to do tide once more on ot.*rr 
and less serious grounds than the pro cent. X would 
further bog that it muy toe remembered that (in the 
words of Hr# Shepherd) 1 &m the "solo personnel of this 
unique post**. 

I a ts the honour to be, 

«itU the highest respect. 

Sir, 

Your iiost obedient, 

nimble Bervaut, 


(Signed) W,S.R. B*HS&RD. 
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Ko.24 

(UO/28) 


BRITISH UsdATIOlTp 
HQKROY1A. 

26th April, 1928* 


Sir, 

With reference to my despatch Ko.22 Of the 14th 
inetaut, on the subject of the Act relating to Trans¬ 
portation and the application of section two thereof to 
British subjects, 1 have the honour to enquire whether 
the facilities for the free engage-acat of labour in 
Liberian territory on account of British subjects which 

were granted by the Agreement of the 29th Uay 1896 mi, ht 

and *japlcyu/nt 

ha** application to the engu^;:»nt^of carriers which la 
prohibited by the Act to which I refer* 

2* There Is a further Act relating to the engi^einent 
of Krooboys in Liberian porta, of which I hope to obtain 
and transmit a copy at an early date. The effect of this 
legislation is to prevent shipmate ra or agents fron 
selecting the he ad man of bungs, us has hitherto been the 
case, and to restrict to the Liberian government the ri^ht 
to nominate the headmen in all otises* This t if Indeed 
the effect of the Act, would appear to conflict with the 
free engagement of labourers permitted by the Agreement 
mentioned in usy first paragraph* 1 will report further 
in due course* 


X have the honour to be. 

With the highest rsj ect* 

Sir, 


Hlai 


Your most obedient, 

humble Servant, 


;iajesty f s Principal Secretary 

of State for foreign Affairs, 


W. S. R BERNARD. 


POKE IffiV OnZCK, 










(ixo/aa) 



BRITISH LEGATION* 
MOTROVIA# 
14th May* 1923. 


Ur. Secretary, 

I have the honour to refer Your isxoellency to 
your Note No.3q4/d of the 12th April laet, wherein Your 
Excellency regretted being unable to assure me that 
British subjects were not affected by section two of the 
Act relating to Transportation, notwithstanding that it is 
not being applied to American citizens. 

2. I have now to ask for treatment of British 
subjects in the premises on the earn footing as United 
States citizens in virtue of Article II of the Anglo - 
Liberian Treaty of 1848. 

3. 2 shall be glad to receive Your £xGeliency f B 
reply at an early date# for the information of His 
Majesty's Government,with whose instructions I am now 
complying. 


I avail myself of this opportunity to convey 
to Your Excellency the assurance of highest consideration 
and respect. 

I have the honour to be, 

Mr. secretary* 

Your Excellency v a 
most obedient servant, 

w. S. H. BERNARU 

H.M'a. CHARGE D'AFTaIKUS* ad Interim. 


His Excellency 

The secretary of State 

of the Hepublic of Liberia. 
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(110/28) 


* C ILF kK nc 
Q 2 



miTI3H 1SOATI0K, 
WMROTIA, 

15 tb 192B. 


IT. secretary, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your "jccellency *b Kote Eo,397/t) of th* 14th inetant, herein 
1 ^ informed that section two of the Aot relating to 
Transportation will ha appiiec without exception or 
aioorimiaation to oil foreign merchants transacting business 
in Uberia; and assuring me that there need be no apprehension 


on the part gf ritieh nationals or of hie ajeoty*a 
Government that the former will suffer differential treatment. 

2. I hare to ntate that it la in view of the existing 

differential treatment suffered by British subjects that I 
hare the honour to address Jour Bxcellenay. that such 
exists is abundantly evidenced by the fact that Tricon 
citizens are not subject to the provisions of section two 
of the Aot under discussion; end it is this discriminatory 
treatment to which His Majesty's Government take exception. 

It lo the fact that United States citizens are permitted to 
engage in transportation for theiraelvts, their finne or 
corporations, while such liberty of transportation is denied 
in tot o to British subjects. i understand further that the 
provisions of section two of the Act are net being applied 
to German nationals. 


3. I have ty eg aln^demand in the name of His Majesty's 
Government that British subject, shall be treated on the same 
footing as rited states oltlsene in virtue of Article ll of 

the Anglo-Liberian Treaty of 1848; Your Kxoellenoy will note 
t i&t this Article Is unconditional. 


His Excellency 

Tbs Secretary of State 

of the Republic of Liberia. 


The matter 












2 . 


The matte? la one to which I Invite the serious 


consideration of the Liberian Government, since jio 
G overnment will not view with equanimity the existing 
reatriotions placed upon British subjects# while other 
nationalities receive preferential treatment for which no 
grounds can be seen* 


I avail myself of mis opportunity to convey to 


Ycur Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration 
and respect* 


I have the honour to be f 


;Lr, r.ecretary* 


Your excellency's 
moot obedient Servant f 



IUH’s# CBjmM BUWaIHLS* ad interim* 


e 






401/D 


May 15, 1928. 







v!n. 

No. 




Mr. Charge d 1 Affaires, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note Ko.31 dated May 15, 1928. 

2, I regret to observe therefrom that the 
explicit declaration of the Department that British 
subjects will not be discriminated against in the 
execution of the law now under discussion, seems 
not to convince your legation that there is in fact 
no discrimination. An official declaration of this 
Government, it would appear, should bo the evidence 
to your Legation of the policy which this Government 
intend to pursue and which they are pursuing. It 
does not appear to me that the language and content 
of your note juat received is in character with the 
usual courteous manner in which discussions of this 
nature have heretofore been conducted. To this I 
beg to draw your pointed attention. 

3. As to the general ground of your com¬ 
plaint, I might suggest that in view of my repeated 
assurances that British firms are not being dis¬ 
criminated against, it would be appreciated by my 
Government if specific instances of discrimination 
by official authorization be brought to their atten¬ 
tion. The general suggestion that notwithstanding 


\ 


the declaration of my Government, its officials are 

A he British Charge d*Affaires a.i., making 

British negation, 

Monrovia, Liberia. 
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making objectionsi distinctions with its connivance, 
is not sufficiently explicit to remove the impression 
that it is being made in a provocative spirit. 

4. lour observation that British subjects 
are being discriminated against is "abundantly evi¬ 
denced" by the fact that American citizens are not sub¬ 
ject to the provisions of section 2 of the Act under 
discussion, would appear to lack logical exactitude. 
For the mere fact that American citizens are not sub¬ 
jected to the law,in the absence of other affirmative 
fact, does not, I submit wilh all respect, prove that 
British subjects are discriminated against. 

5. It is unnecessary for me to enter upon 

a discussion of the implication of the Treaty of 1848, 
as I have repeatedly given you the assurance that your 
nationals will be accorded the same treatment given 
to the nationals of other States in treaty relations 
with the Government of the Republic, and that this 
Government is fully cognisant of its obligations under 
that treaty. 



6. It only remains then for me again to 
assure you that the law to which exception is taken 
is not being applied and will not be applied to Bri¬ 
tish subjects in any manner different from its appli¬ 
cation to other foreign merchants. 

I have the honour to be, 

Mr. Charge d'Affaires, 

lour obedient servant, 

* / 

% / y 

, - \ J \ 

SECRETARI OP STATE. 






m *32. 


Minim LEGATIGH# 


(1X0/23) 


JSGIJKQVIAi 



15th lay» 1928, 


?$r* secretary 

1 have the honour to aataiovled^g the receipt of 
Your Excellency's Mote ];o,4Ql/j of tlua date, In reply to 
i y i;ote Ho,SI of the sane date, I much regret that 
Your Excellency should 1u.ve considered that I was 1 ashing 
in courtesy# which was far from ray in teat ion* 

2* I am instructed to enquire upon what grounds 

citisetts of the united states of America arc exempted from 
the application of recti on two of the Act relating to 
Transportation* since I am not aware of the grant by the 
united States Government of any special consideration which 
might warrant such exemption, 

&» I also beg leave to he informed upon what grounds 

German nationale are not subject to this legislation, 

I avail myself of this opportunity to convey to 
Your Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration 
and respect. 


I have thr honour to he# 


ir, Secretary# 


Your Excellency's 
most obedient servant# 


W. S. H. BERNARD. 


a. C-LAHG - ii’AK-'AIjiUSa, ad Interim, 


Hi* .Jxcslienc? 

Ill* f;*ar*ttry of tate 


of the republic of Liberia, 
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; May 16, 1928. 
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Mr. Charge d 1 Affaires, 

In reply to your note Number 32, I have the 
honour to say that by order of the President the ere- 
oution of the Act upon which w© have had so protracted 
a discussion was suspended immediately the views of 
several foreign representatives here were received* 

Not because it was felt that the grounds of the several 

protestations were valid, but because the jovemment had 
no intention unduly to hamper the movement of trade. 

This order was of general application and mad© no ex¬ 
ceptions in favour of the nationala of any particular 
State.. 

Both the German and American notes were drawn 
in the most general terns, and were answered in a simi¬ 
lar manner. Tour not©, on the contrary, was limited 
in scope and was answered within the limits of the query 
propounded* 

The reason for the suspension of the applica¬ 
tion of section 2 of the Transportation Act is that 
stated in the first paragraph hereof* and, I must re¬ 
peat, is applicable to British as well as to American 
and German nationals* 

There has never been any disposition on the part 
of the Liberian Government to discriminate against Bri¬ 
tish interests, and in this particular instance there 

is 


The British Charge dUffairea,a.i., 
British Legal ion, 

Monrovia, Liberia. 
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ia no discrimination. 

If, however, there is any act of discri¬ 
mination which has come to your knowledge, I should 
appreciate being furnished with the facts in order 
that they may be investigated. 

I have the honour to be, 

Kr. Charge d 1 Affaires, 
lour obedient servant, 

f / / v 

SECRETARY OP STATE. 





BRITISH LUGATIOH, 




Ho* 34* 

(110/23) MONROVIA, 

TrLF.No. ffc 17th H«y» 1988. 

jR&VNo. _, 

Mr* secretary# 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Xxoellanoy*• note Ho*4g 4/D of the 16th instant* herein 
I am informed that by the order of The president the execution 
of the Act In question has been suspended; and that it ie 
therefore no longer effective* I would be ©oat grateful to 
Your excellency if I might be info need of the date upon which 
the Act waa suspended* 

2* 1 m indeed glad that the oowernment of the 

Republic of Liberia hare seen fit to take this step* and I 
am communicating to my Government copies of the Notes 
exchanged between us since the 14th instant* besides 
apprising them of the suspension of the Act by telegram* 

Zm I m informing British subjects that they are now 

at liberty to resume their transportation services* should 
any act of discrimination arise, j shall bring it to Your 
Excellency*! notice as you are good enough to suggest* 

I grail myself of this opportunity to convey to 
Tour excellency the assurance of my highest canal deration 
and respect* 

I have the honour to be* 

i«r* secretary* 

Your Exoellency’s 
most obedient servant» 

v£s, H, BERNARD. 

H*K f s* CHARGE D • AFFAIRCS» ad interim* 


Kit Excellency 

the secretary of State 


of the Republic of Liberia* 
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UK IT ISH I* viiAlIC:i, 

iCQHHQVU. 


No • 2 9 

(110/28) 


Y_ ___17 til Muy, 1026 

r RLE No. HO 
; R: ; G, No. 2 3c 


* 


air, 

I h~va til* honour to confirm tolo^ram of this 
dut«i numbor 8, r«porting that tta* Act relating to Irnni- 
porttitien had boon suspondod. I hog loavo to tramuoit 
1- / i iTav.lth oopiee of tho Aotco \dtich iunre boon exchanged 

since tiie 14th in:tnnt with the Pcparwant of State. 

2* It would app&ar to b* obvious that the suspension 
of tilt Act only took place youterdoy, .1 though it Is sought 
to convey tho impresaioii that it ir&i eua, ended some time ago. 

Th o Jo to of the Secretary of atate to tha avimn consul-jener.*! 
exempting G«buui citisons from the application of tlw ^ot is ! 
dated th® 9th instant* Had th® ivet actually boon ells-ended 
^ between the 9th and the 15th inutant, It is improbable that 

Hr* Barclay would ha vs expended Me tine and energy In 
correspondence in its defence* The facte would appear to 
he that, upon receiving my JJote Bo. 32 of the 15th instant, 
the Liberian Government preferred to terminate an awkward 
situation oy seeking refuge in subterfuge} the Act will, no 
doubt, be allowed to fade away into silence* I nay say that 
I had already ascertained from my American colleague that he 
was unaware of any grounds for the exemption of his citliens, 
save a desire to Ingratiate » 

3. I did not think that, outside ttr* realm of comic 



opera or theatrical farce, such an anti** climax could have 

been imagined| the procedure would seem to be typically 

Liberian, I am u lad that the situation is at an end, since 

it has caused m considerable anxietyi but 1 had hoped that it 
His itojesty's would 

Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affaire* 

rf'OHwTa* OPFXO- 













vouid Hat* anatti in a manner title a r/ould have given mors 
•atiafaction to Hii -WJtaty 1 a aovtmmaat. 

X iL'.vo thi Honour to b« p 
*ifch the higtoat respect, 

air f 

’/our moot obodiimt* 

Humble a*rvant* 


w. s, H. BERNARD. 




BRITISH LBOATIOR, 



K o * u 7 • 

(110/23) 




’■t* secretary, 

*£th reference to the concluding paragraph of 
Tour Sjtcellency^ otc i:o.4G4/B of the 16th instant therein 
you were good enough to inform iae that the ftot relating to 
Transportation had been suspended, I hxive the honour to 
transmit, herewith* copies of oorreeporirfen©* exchanged 
between the joepartaent of the Interior and e^are Paterson, 
^ochonie /* company, Limited* 

2- The Lc our of this earrespendenoe would appear to 

indicate that the separtaent of^T itcrior 1 s unaware of the 
suspension of the Act in question; and t han the honour to 
request that Tour Excqllcrcy will he so good as to tube the 
necessary steps tc ensure that the Government Derartment* 
concerned say he in fa mod of its suspension, with a view to 


the prevention is the future of thioi peculiar situation. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to convey to 
Your Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration 
and respect* 

I have the honour to be, 

ir* secretary, 

your Excellency *a 
mu t obedient Servant, 

VVi §. H. EJEfcMARD* 

H#ll*s* CHARGE P'AF^AITSB, ad interim 

Kis Excellency 

The secretary of state 

of the Republic of Liberia* 









COPT 



May XQtii, 1928, 

The Department of Interior H*L*» 

MONROVIA. 

gentlemen* 

We shall be obliged if yon will record that we 
have taken ower from our Grand Bassa branch;- 

FORD TRUCK No, R*L*7B. 

tfe shall be further obliged if you will inform us 
whether it will be necessary for us to obtain new registration 
plates, or if we may continue using the present ones. 

Tours faithfully. 


for PATERSON, ZOCHOHIS A CO, LTD*, 







Kay 22nd* 1023 


The Interior Department r.l., 

IOIHOTI A. 

Gentlemen, 

F ORD TRUCK Ho, R.L. 191. 
we shall be glad If you will note that the 
above-mentioned Truck has become our property from this 
date. 

This v&e formerly registered under the name of 
UT. Ten pelt. 

Yours faithfully* 

for paters ok, zccftarxs At co, ltd., 








IBTEHICR 23PAHTHENT, 


MONROVIA, LIBERIA, 

Mb? 22, 1928. 

The Agent* 

Paterson ^oehonie & Co.> 

Monrovia, 

SUBJECT : pord Mot or Truck* 

- oo, and B,I«,TB, 

sir, 

u e have your letters requesting registration 
of the two motor trucks in the name or your Company. 

2. Please take note of Legislative Act relating t 

Transportation approved peoru&ry 16, 1928, 

lours very truly, 

(Signed) Carney Johnson 

CHIEF hepartmehtal clssk. 






COPY 


/ r & * 


Hqr 23rd, 1928. 


The Interior Department R.l, 

JOT OR TRAILS PORT K3PARTMSHT. 

MONROVIA. 

Sirs* 

EOjU) TRUC * A«L* Iv l & R > 

W© thank you for your letter of the 22nd Instant* 
in rep3.y to our letter* asking for the chore two truck* to 
he registered In our name* 

referring to paragraph two of your letter* you 

0 

Kek uo to tpJct note of the Xeglislativ© Act relating to 
Transportation* dated February 16th 19£8» we shall he 
greatly obliged If you will explain this paragraph* as we 
are given to understand that there is now no impediment to 
Foreign merchants owning trucks and pcrfoiling their own 
transport* 

Your early reply will oblige* as we are 
temporarily prevented working our trucks pending same* 

Your a faithfully* 

per pro PATERSON, ZOCHQUIS * CO* LTD** 







&.SLX.1 


UJUIOR HEPAHTBSST, 
20KROVXA, UH BlA, 





* 

' ^ - 


Hay 23, 1920, 


Hi* ,"£cnt, 

reterson, ;ochonls £ co, LM» f 


t'onroria. 


sir# 


•unjacti rord Trucks nos* 

11.L. 191 and R.U1L 



Tour lattor of even dot* eofcnowlodding rsoeipt 
of ntn of yesterday lo received. 

S. a copy of the IkgliUUfi Aot relating to 
transportation to nhloh «• mM roforonos i n our latter 
lo herewith attached for your perusal and better information* 
Alter reading, please return. 


your obedient remat» 
{S i g n ed) Carney Johnson 

CIULT J3a»AWTirJiTAL CJUftK. 


* 
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455/D, 

' ' 


May 26, 1928, 


FILE No. f'° 


iRga No. I 


Mr. Charge d'Affaires 


aith reference to the contents of your 


No,37 dated the 23rd instant, I have the honour 


to say that the Department to which you refer was 

4 

advised of the suspension of the Act since the 


12th of Apri l last. The attitude of the official 


who signed the correspondence must have arisen 


from some misapprehension. 


I have called the attention of the Secre¬ 


tary of the Interior to the matter, and do not 


think the firm concerned will experience further 


difficulty. 


I have the honour to be, 


Hr. Charge d 1 Affaires, 


Tour obedient servant; 


L # 4*1 


The British Charge d'Affaires a.i., 
British legation, 

Monrovia, Liberia* 


v 4 •- - ^-7 

SECRETARY OP STATE. 


_ 














no.ao. 

(XD/ZB) 


> 1 IISI3H LGATZGH, 
■KXnGVlA# 

* f !| L£ No. I/O ceth "tv, 1928. 

' r 'G. No. 2.3(2? 

1 ,n L< . . m*i i w ■ ■ ■ • *■ 



slf| 

With reference to my lmedlctaly preceding 
despatch Ho.29 of the 17th Instant t relative to the 
sue penal ad of the ;.ot relating to Trnnoportation, z hare 
the honour to report that on the 23rd instant* the 
Department of the Interior attempted to enforce the 
provisions of eeotlon two upon Wears Paterson* zochonis 
& Company Limited* nines this appeared to be a "specifle 
Instance of discrimination by official authorisation" 

(vide Liberian note Ho.4q1/d of the l&th instant), z 
deemed it veil to brlzg the foots to the attention of the 
feoretary of utute. i snolees copies of the oorreepondenee 


exchanged beteean the Department of the interior and 
Wears Paterson* lochonia a company Limited* also of the 


rates tftich hevs :> seed between the Liberian Government and 


i-yaelf in the matter. 

2* it would appear to be incredible that the 

Department of the Interior had been advised of the 
Suspension of the Aot on the 12th April last* since on 
that very dry Liberian 'ots Zo.ZcA/n was addressed to me* 
Stettin# in «iphatie terms that aritioh subjects could not 
be exempted from the implication of the Aut. I can only 
think that the date is inserted to reply* la sons manner* 
to tao enquiry contained in the first paragraph of rjy Hot* 
flo.34 ef the 17th instant; that the whole oorreepondenca 
hoe been handled by ihm Liberian Government in an evasive 
spirit will be evident. I propose merely to acknowledge 


Hie !oj sety'a rind pal secretory of St&te 

for assign Affairs* 


the 


7QRXX0B OTTXCS. 










the receipt of Barclay's i;o.it>b/D in general terra* 
alnoe no advantage can accrue free the adoption of any 
other procedure, which night lead to controversial 
correspondence producing no results. 

3. That the i rench covsnuaent arc interacted le 

evident from a telegram recently received by &gr jrench 

collaague* wherein he la instructed to vorh In 

conjunction with itself In this and other rattore* 

X have the honour to he 
with the highest respect, 

Rlr, 

Your aeat ohediect, 

httrthle "errant, 






Ko.i'J. 



BraTian lx at ice/, 


kohuovia, 

2-3th rsy, ir.’3. 




It* secretary, 

I hare the honour to aoJoiowlodge the receipt of 
Tour Excellency’8 Hate Ko.lEB/D of the 26th instant, 
wherein I am informed that the Department of the Interior 
waa rdvlsed of the suspension of the Act relating to 
Its ispoliation since the 12th April last; that the chief 
oleik of the Department of the Interior In signing the 
correspondence to laeere Paterson, zochonis £ company 
limited must hi ve he-on under a olscpprehenslon; and that 
the utter, ti on uf t lit- secret ary of the Interior has been 
called to the matter. 

2, I hare the honour to odd that 2 regret that I was 

not advised of the suspension of the Aot on the 12th April 
last, on which date Your excellency by your J.ote Mo.304/d 
gave me to understand that the legislation was In force. 




1 fcrnre the isonour to 


lon s*eretnry # 

Your Excellency *• 
moat obedient Servant, 



CHARGE 9*APFAXH!g v ad interim 


Hie Excellency 

The secretary of state 


of the republic of Liberia* 










486/D. 


May 29, 1928. 


■ 


£ 
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FILE , o. 7/ ^ 

(R£ Q. No. 2. JS 

V* - —— -* m - IJ '/ IM ” 


a 


Mr. Charge d'Affaires, 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the re¬ 
ceipt of your note Ho,39 of the 28th inatant in re** 
ply to my No.455/D of the 26th. 

It would appear from the concluding para¬ 
graph of your note that I had very imperfectly ex¬ 
pressed myself, But my note Ho.290/D of April 10, 
was intended to assure you that the law would not 
be enforced. The note No.304/D was designed to re¬ 
affirm the traditional policy of this Government 
which, apart from their views on the scope of the 
most favoured nation clause in the Treaty of 1348, 
is that every legitimate facility and encouragement 
would be given to British interests in the Republic, 
and that tbs general interests of all foreign na¬ 
tionals whose States aro in Treaty relation with 
the Government of Liberia would be placed upon the 
same footing. 

I|Qo not think the last of the notes re¬ 
ferred to can not reasonably bear the construction 
placed on it. 

I have the honour to be, 

Mr. Charge d r Affaires, 

Tour obedient servant, 

A // 

i\ V..' jffi 

SECRETARI OF STATE, 


The British Charge d'Affaires a.i., 

British Legation, 
Monrovia, Liberia, 






50.43. 

(110/28) 



BRITISH LEG AT IOlf* 


MONROVIA* 


11th JUNE, 1928. 


Mr* secretary, 

Hth reference to Tow Excellency*« Bote 
Bo,456 /d of the 26th ultimo, stating that the Department 
of the interior was advised of the suspension of the Act 
relating to Transport at Ion an the 12th of April last, 

I hare the honour to inform Tour Excellency that X 
understand that the Department in question would appear 
to hare failed to advise the superintendent of Grand Basse 
County of the suspension, so recently as the 6th instant 
this official had received no Instruotiana In the matter 
and was prohibiting foreign fine from transporting their 
produce and merchandise* 

2# X Shall be grateful to Tour Excellency if the 

Department of the Interior may be instructed to advise 
their officials in each county of the suspension of the 
Act under reference* 


X avail myself of this opportunity to convey to 


Tbur Excellency the assurance of my highest consideration 
and respect* 


I have the honour to be, 

I0P* Secretary, 

Your Excellency's 
mast obedient Servant, 



His Excellency 

The Secretary of State 


H,M f e* CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, ad Interim, 


\ 


\ 


of the Republic of Uherla* 










Hl c No, f/O 

' . 0 . f .r 


566/D 


June 15, 1936 




Mr. Charge d'Affaires, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt 
of your Legation's despatch No.43 of the 11th of 
June 1928, and to say that the Department is making 

enquiries into tne matter. 




I have the honour to be, 


Hr. Charge d'Affaires, 


Tour obedient servant 



The British Charge d'Affaires a.i., 
Monrovia, Liberia. 








